THE COURT

But in the later Comus Milton has become, like
Spenser in Colin Clout* s Come Home Againe^ the censor
of the Court which is the ominous wood where
Amoret and the Lady of the Mask are exposed to
the wiles and persecutions of Busyrane or the En-
chanter:

Shepherd, I take thy word

And trust thy honest offer'd courtesy,

Which oft is sooner found in lowly sheds

With smoky rafters, than in tapst'ry halls

And courts of princes, where it first was narn'd

And yet is most pretended.

But it was not Puritans alone who became aware of
the seamy side of Court life. The Court was the
epitome of the world which has ever had two faces. 4
The poet who laid The Faerie Queene at the feet of'
the Court, a sustained and elaborate piece of flattery,
had no illusions as to the true character of Court life:

For sooth to say it is no sort of life
For shepheards fit to lead in that same place,
Where each one seeks with malice and with strife,
To thrust down other into foule disgrace,
Himselfe to raise; and he doth soonest rise
That best can handle his deceitfull wit,
In subtle shifts, and finest sleights devise,
Either by slaundering his well-deemed name
Through leasings lewd, and fained forgerie, etc.1

And Donne writes in the same key:

At home in wholesome solitariness
My precious soul began the wretchedness
Of suitors at Court to mourn, and a trance
Like his who dreamt he saw Hell did advance
Itself on me; such men as he saw there
I saw at Court and worse, and more, etc.2

1 Colin Cloufs Come Home Againe> 686-696.
* Satyre rv. 155-160.
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